
Now in its eighth consecutive year, the arts council’s concert series features 
a first-rate, diverse lineup that audiences have come to expect.

In 2015, there will be a couple of returning favorites and some new acts.

The high energy of Hullabaloo 
returns to the Veterans Memorial 
Gardens Amphitheater on July 9.  
They play everything from Talking Heads 
to reggae- and Latin-infused original 
tunes.

On July 16, Lansing-based vocalist Twyla 
Birdsong takes the Music in the Garden 
stage for the first time. This versatile and 
immensely talented vocalist can beautifully 
sing anything — jazz, show tunes, rock — 
but she is best known for singing the blues.

The 17-piece Flat River 
Big Band also makes its 
Music in the Garden debut 
this season. Based in 
Greenville, this band will 

bring the sounds of Benny Goodman, Glenn Miller, and other 1940s favorites 
to life on July 23.

The Red Sea Pedestrians 
return to Holt on July 30 to round out 
the season. Hard to categorize, the 
band draws on influences as diverse 
as American roots, klezmer, and 
Eastern European folk. 

The Arts Council is an independent, 
all-volunteer 501(c)(3) nonprofit with no paid employees. The series costs 
approximately $15,000 to produce every year. The funds come through direct 
contributions from local businesses and individuals, grants, and support 
from the Delhi Township DDA. 

Music in the Garden can’t happen without volunteers and support from the 
community in terms of contributions and grants.

All shows take place in Delhi Township’s Veterans Memorial 
Gardens amphitheater, 2074 Aurelius Road, Holt. There 
is no charge for admission or parking, but donations are 
appreciated. All shows begin at 7 p.m. For more information, 
visit www.holtarts.org.
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Summer concerts offer sweet sounds in the park
The Holt Community Arts Council is gearing up for an exciting summer packed with fun activities, 
including its popular free summer concert which has been growing in popularity year after year
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New dispatch 
equipment 
helps with 
safety, service

Holt/Delhi Calendar of Events
w	Memorial Day to Labor Day, Valhalla Park beach is open for 

swimming. There are no lifeguards on duty. Patrons are asked to swim 
responsibly. Children 12 and under must be supervised by an adult. 

w	June 27 – Holt Lions “Touch a Truck,” Valhalla Park, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

w	July 9 – Music in the Garden, Veterans Memorial Gardens, 7 p.m. 
“Hullabaloo” brings high-energy reggae and Caribbean-inspired tunes.

w	July 16 – Music in the Garden, Veterans Memorial Gardens, 7 p.m. 
Twyla Birdsong sings the blues. Her band won the Capital Area Blues 
Society Brawl.

w	July 18 – Brush and yard waste drop-off, hosted by Holt Lions, 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. POTW pond area on Grovenburg Road (across the street from 
the Recycling Center).

w	July 23 – Music in the Garden, Veterans Memorial Gardens, 7 p.m. 
“Flat River Big Band” plays swinging favorites from Benny Goodman, 
Glenn Miller & more.

w	July 27 – Youth Soccer League, registration begins for soccer league 
grades K-4. Register at the Delhi Parks and Recreation office at the 
township community service center, 2074 Aurelius Road. Registration 
ends Aug. 7.

w	July 27 – Youth Flag Football, registration begins for flag football 
league grades K-4. Register at the Delhi Parks and Recreation office 
at the township community service center, 2074 Aurelius Road. 
Registration ends Aug. 7.

w	July 30 – Music in the Garden, Veterans Memorial Gardens, 7 p.m. 
“Red Sea Pedestrians” plays gypsy folk, jazz and American roots 
music.

w	July 31 – Moonlight Movies (Paddington), Veterans Memorial Gardens, 
9 p.m. Enjoy a family-friendly outdoor movie experience.

w	August 4 - National Night Out, Veterans Memorial Gardens, 5 p.m. to 
7 p.m. Games, food, fire trucks and more. Hosted by Ingham County 
Sherriff’s Office and Delhi Fire Dept. FREE!

w	August 7 – Moonlight Movies, (Big Hero 6) Veterans Memorial Gardens, 
9 p.m. Enjoy a family-friendly outdoor movie experience.

w	August 8 – Maker Expo - Where Artists and Inventors Come to Show, 
with “Beer Works” craft beer tasting at Veterans Memorial Gardens,  
12 p.m. to 6 p.m.

w	August 14 – Moonlight Movies, (Muppets Most Wanted) Veterans 
Memorial Gardens, 9 p.m. Family-friendly outdoor movie experience.

w	August 15 – Brush and yard waste drop-off, hosted by Holt Lions,  
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. POTW pond area on Grovenburg Road (across the 
street from the Recycling Center).

w	August 22 – Holt Hometown Festival, various locations: Kiwanis Park, 
Veterans Memorial Gardens, Holt Road, Holt Junior High Troost Field for 
fireworks.

w	September 7 – Youth Floor Hockey League, registration begins 
for floor hockey league grades K-6. Register at the Delhi Parks and 
Recreation office at the township community service center, 2074 
Aurelius Road. Registration ends Sept. 25.

w	September 9 – Punt, Pass and Kick competition, 5 p.m. Holt Junior 
High Troost Field. Pre-register by calling (517) 694-1549.

w	September 19 – Brush and yard waste drop-off, hosted by Holt Lions, 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. POTW pond area on Grovenburg Road (across the 
street from the Recycling Center).

w	October 10 – Great Pumpkin Pass, hosted by Friends of the Delhi 
Trails, 4 p.m.

w	October 15 – Brush and yard waste drop-off, hosted by Delhi DPS,  
3 p.m. to 7 p.m. POTW pond area on Grovenburg Road (across the 
street from the Recycling Center).

w	October 16 – Brush and yard waste drop-off, hosted by Delhi DPS,  
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. POTW pond area on Grovenburg Road (across the 
street from the Recycling Center).

w	October 17 – Brush and yard waste drop-off, hosted by Delhi DPS/
Holt Lions, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. POTW pond area on Grovenburg Road 
(across the street from the Recycling Center).

w	October 25 – Halloween in the Park, hosted by the Holt Lions and 
Delhi Township Fire Department, 2 p.m. at Veterans Memorial Gardens.

w	November 2 – Youth Basketball League, registration begins for 
basketball league grades K-2. Register at the Delhi Parks and 
Recreation office at the township community service center, 2074 
Aurelius Road. Registration ends November 13.

w	November 21 – Brush and yard waste drop-off, hosted by Holt Lions, 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. POTW pond area on Grovenburg Road (across the 
street from the Recycling Center).

w	November 30 – Youth Basketball League, Registration begins for 
soccer league grades 3-6. Register at the Delhi Parks and Recreation 
office at the township community service center, 2074 Aurelius Road. 
Registration ends Dec. 18.

For more details about these great events, go to 
delhitownship.com.
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The Delhi Township Board of Trustees approved the purchase of dispatch equipment that will help 
improve the safety of its residents and emergency personnel with upgrades in technology

The Delhi Township Board of Trustees unanimously approved a request 
from the Delhi Township Fire Department to purchase computer-aided 
dispatch equipment and software for $33,030 at its May 6 meeting.

Nine laptops will be installed in the township’s fire trucks, ambulances 
and emergency command vehicles, loaded with special software 
that allows tracking of vehicles and provides a map with detailed 
information for each location.

Delhi Township Fire Chief Brian Ball said an example of the benefit of 
the new technology will be when firefighters are driving to the scene of 
a fire and are able to see that the building has hazardous materials and 
be able to see where they are typically stored.

“This is truly equipment that will help us be more efficient in serving 
our residents and property owners,” Ball said. “Safety is always a top 
priority and this technology will help in many ways.”

Ball said another example will be more detailed information for medical 
runs. He said the software can store and display specific medical needs 
common at a particular address to aid emergency personnel as they 
approach the scene.

Personnel will also be able to conduct interviews and begin writing 
reports on scene for better efficiency, he said. The equipment will be 
used in concert with Ingham County central dispatch.

Mark Your
Calendars 
for the
Annual Holt
Hometown
Festival!

The annual Holt Hometown Festival is on August 22,
and will expand its offerings for all ages this year – spreading the festivities to both 
Veterans Memorial Gardens and the traditional area between Kiwanis Park and the 
Holt Junior High School. 

Plus, there will be fun things to do in between – activities are planned all around 
Holt’s signature triangle surrounded by Holt Road, Aurelius Road and Cedar Street.

A longer parade will include a Holt Alumni Band. There will be vendors and activities 
that will honor Holt’s history, like old-fashioned games and a historical walking tour. 
Of course, classic favorites like the fireworks show, kids and youth activities and the 
car show will be there.

Also, a fun scavenger hunt is planned that will involve local businesses. 

Until then, stay connected with updates on the festival fun online – the address is 
holtcommunityconnect.org.
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Above-average precipitation last fall, coupled with identified log 
jams downstream, caused more flooding than expected over the 
trail under I-96. Township officials knew there was going to be 

some natural flooding on the trail but were surprised at how long it lasted 
last fall.

Over the winter, the log jams were removed in collaboration with the 
Ingham County Drain Commissioner after approval from state agencies. 
Trees and brush accumulated over the creek after a heavy winter, also 
obstructing important county drains.

As a result, there appears to be less flooding at the underpass so far this 
spring, as residents have begun using the trails heavily, according to 
Delhi Township Community Development Director Tracy Miller and Delhi 
Township Parks and Recreation Director Mark Jenks.

The 3.4 mile long Sycamore Trail connects Delhi Township’s Valhalla Trail 
with the Lansing River Trail. Project design standards required an 8-foot 
minimum clearance between the underside of the I-96 bridge and the 
trail.

Miller said it is important to remember that there will still be times when 
the section of trail under I-96 is flooded. 

“With the removal of log jams we are hopeful the occurrence of these 
events will be shorter and less frequent,” Miller said.

The Sycamore Trail was completed in 2014 and another trail that will 
connect downtown Holt and expand westward, the Ram Trail, is slated to 
begin construction this year. 

A description and map of the trails can be found at www.delhitrails.com. 
A volunteer group, called Friends of the Delhi Trails, has a Facebook page 
of the same name. The group formed to assist the township and support 
Delhi trails by hosting clean-up projects and special trail events. 

Delhi Township offers over 100 acres of recreation space on seven 
township parks. The township pursued grant funding to expand its trail 
offerings and made them a priority after a survey from residents showed 
them to be a desirable asset.

A collaboration between Delhi Township and the Ingham County Drain Commissioner has led to a reduction in the amount of 
flooding on the township’s new Sycamore Trail under I-96 after the removal of log jams downstream on Sycamore Creek

Creek cleanup reduces flooding on Sycamore Trail

Some new trees will be greeting  township 

trail patrons this summer, thanks to Delhi 

Township Trustee Megan Ketchum, who 

donated three trees to the trail — two 

cherry trees and one pear tree. The trees 

were planted for Earth Day.
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A long and winding road: 
How can you improve the condition of your local street?

The Holt Community Arts Council plans to introduce the maker movement to 
the community with a daylong event this summer. And while the terminology 
may be new to some, the idea isn’t. 

On Saturday, August 8, the arts council will host its first Holt Maker  
Expo. and it needs the public’s participation and support to 
“make” it happen.

Making and maker events started in Silicon Valley in the 
mid-2000s. Since then, maker events have taken place all 
across the United States and around the world. This would 
be the first day-long maker event in mid-Michigan.

The idea is to encourage innovation and that innovation comes 
through the use of technology. For example, makers were among the first to 
explore the uses of 3-D printing. Maker events like the one planned by the 
arts council give makers a chance to share their work with the public. 

“Even if they don’t call themselves ‘makers,’ we know that we have creative 
people here in Delhi Township and the mid-Michigan area,” said Holt 

Community Arts Council Vice President Sara Reedy, who is organizing the 
event. “We want to give them a chance to share what they have created. And 
we want to give residents and visitors the opportunity to see what kind of 
talent exists right here.” Expect the exhibits to range from the whimsical to 

the practical. 

“At a maker event, you are as likely to see a working 
homemade submarine as you are a dragon bicycle that 
actually breathes fire. You might see a bike trailer made from 
discarded aluminum crutches at one exhibit and a solar-
powered golf cart at the next, Reedy said”

The event will take place from 12 noon to 6 p.m. in 
Veterans Memorial Gardens. “Beer Works” beer tasting and the Holt 
& Spicy Salsa Competition will be part of the Maker Expo. 

To learn more about exhibiting at the maker event, email  
info@holtarts.org. Watch the Arts Council website, www.holtarts.org, 
for more information. 

What’s the difference between sanitary and storm sewers?

It takes a dedicated neighborhood 
association or collection of 
property owners to garner the 
support of neighbors in the area. 
There must be at least 50 percent 
of the property owners in a 
specific district in agreement to 
want the improvement before it 
can be approved.

State and federal funding for roads are only 
reserved for heavily used corridors like Cedar 
Street. The Ingham County Road Department 
manages all of Delhi Township’s roads and with 
limited funding can occasionally partner with the 
township to help pay to repair other high traffic 
roads like Willoughby and Holt Roads.   

That leaves most local streets in the state, including Delhi Township’s 
many subdivisions, without any designated funding. 

But there is an opportunity for property owners on those streets to pay for 
it themselves through a special assessment district. That’s when property 
owners in a certain area, like a subdivision, pay for street repairs by 
adding it to their tax bill and spreading out payments over time.

But it isn’t easy. It takes a dedicated neighborhood association or 
collection of property owners to garner the support of neighbors in the 
area. There must be at least 50 percent of the property owners in a specific 
district in agreement to want the improvement before it can be approved.

Once it is agreed something should be done, township officials can host a 
meeting with the Ingham County Road Department to get an estimate of 
the cost. 

The only role the township would have during this process is to act as a 
“bank” and administer the creation of a special assessment district to 
pay for the improvements over time. The county road department handles 
construction, bidding and management of the project.

For more information about this process, neighborhood groups can contact 
Tracy Miller, Delhi Township Director of Community Development, at (517) 
694-8281 or Bill Conklin, Ingham County Road Department Managing 
Director, at (517) 676-9722.

You’ve seen one drain, you’ve seen them all. They are all the 
same, right? I can pour this cleaner down the drain because it 
goes to a wastewater treatment plant, right?

Not so! 

It’s important to understand the 
difference between sanitary sewers 
and storm sewers so we can 
prevent environmental damage.

The sanitary sewer is a system of 
underground pipes that carries 
sewage from bathrooms, sinks, 
kitchens, and other plumbing components to a wastewater treatment 
plant where it is filtered, treated and discharged.

The storm sewer is a system designed to carry rainfall runoff and other 
drainage. It is not designed to carry sewage or accept hazardous wastes. The 
runoff is carried in underground pipes or open ditches and discharges into 
local streams, rivers and other surface water bodies. Storm drain inlets are 
typically found in curbs and low-lying outdoor areas. Some older buildings 
have basement floor drains that connect to the storm sewer system.

Disposal of chemicals or hazardous substances to the storm sewer 
system damages the environment. Motor oil, cleaners, paints and other 
common household items that get into storm drains can poison fish, 
birds, and other wildlife, and can find their way into drinking water 
supplies. In addition, grass clippings, leaves, litter, and organic matter 
can clog storm drains and cause flooding. 

Here are some things you can do to help maintain our sewer 
systems and keep our environment clean:

w	Do not pour anything into storm sewer drains
w	 Keep storm sewer drains clear of leaves, grass clippings, sticks  

and litter
w	Repair any leaks and drips from your vehicle
w	Collect and recycle motor oil
w	Clean up spills and don’t wash them into a drain
w	  Don’t pour paints, solvents, cleaners, etc. into any drain – take it to 

your local county household hazardous waste collection
w	Minimize the use of herbicides and pesticides

Having a clean environment is of primary importance for our health and 
economy. Clean waterways provide recreation, commercial opportunities, 
fish habitat, and add beauty to our landscape. All of us benefit from 
clean water — and all of us have a role in getting and keeping our 
lakes, rivers, wetlands, and groundwater clean. For more easy steps on 
protecting our lakes and streams, visit www.mywatersheds.org.

Exciting maker movement comes to Delhi Township
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Delhi Township Board of Trustees
C.J. Davis, Supervisor 
Evan Hope, CMC, Clerk 
Roy Sweet, Treasurer

 
 
The Township Board of Trustees meets on the 1st and 
3rd Tuesdays of each month at the Delhi Charter Township 
Community Services Center Board Room (2074 Aurelius Road). 
Meeting agendas and minutes are available on the Township 
website, delhitownship.com.

The Parks Commission meets the 2nd Wednesday of the month  
at 5:30 p.m.

The Township Planning Commission meets the 2nd and 4th  
Mondays of each month at 6:30 p.m.

Jon Harmon, Trustee 
John Hayhoe, Trustee 
Megan Ketchum, Trustee 
DiAnne Warfield, Trustee

IN THIS ISSUE YOU WILL: 
w	SEE the lineup of amazing bands for this  
 summer’s Music in the Garden series

w	LEARN about what the township did to help  
 with flooding at a critical point on its trail

w	READ about the new Maker Expo coming  
 this summer

w	EXPLORE how you can get your    
 neighborhood street repaired


