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Holt among 
top 10 places 
in Michigan to 
own a home
NerdWallet, a consumer finance advocacy web site, 
released the results of a study designed to find 
the best places in Michigan for home ownership. 
NerdWallet analyzed data relating to affordability, 
population growth and homeownership rates – and 
Holt made the top 10!
NerdWallet analyzed all Michigan communities with more than 10,000 
residents to determine which areas have characteristics that are favorable 
to homebuyers. Their analysis answers three main questions: 

1. Are homes available? 

2. Can you afford to live there?

3. Is the area growing? 

Holt was named the seventh-best place in Michigan for homeownership. 
Here is what NerdWallet had to say about Holt:

“This unincorporated area located about a dozen miles southeast of 
Lansing, the state capital, has a homeownership rate of 74.5% and 
homeownership costs at 31.5% of median monthly household income. 
Holt’s location in Delhi Charter Township means easy commutes for higher 
educational pursuits at Michigan State University, Lansing Community 
College and the Thomas M. Cooley Law School. The area features seven 
parks that offer playgrounds, skiing, skating and more. The newest addition 

is Veterans Memorial Gardens, which pays tribute to each branch of the 
nation’s military. Holt also offers a farmers market and the area has sport 
leagues for all ages.”

And we will mention one more amenity: This fall, the current Valhalla Trail 
will connect to the new Sycamore Trail that is now under construction in 
Holt/Delhi. This will connect the Holt Trail system to the Lansing River Trail.

The study lists the following communities as the top 20 places in Michigan 
for home ownership:

 

You can view NerdWallet’s study at the township’s website at  
www.delhitownship.com. 

1. New Baltimore

2. Forest Hills

3. Jenison

4. Lambertville

5. East Grand Rapids

6. Norton Shores

7. Holt

8. Northview

9. Cutlerville

10. Allen Park

11. Allendale

12. Berkley

13. South Lyon

14. Livonia

15. St. Clair Shores

16. Garden City

17. Beverly Hills

18. Grosse Pointe Woods

19. Portage

20. Sterling Heights
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Delhi Township Board
C.J. Davis, Supervisor 
Evan Hope, CMC, Clerk 
Roy Sweet, Treasurer 
 
 
The Township Board of Trustees meets on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday 
of each month at the Delhi Charter Township Community Services 
Center Board Room (2074 Aurelius Road). Meeting agendas  
and minutes are available on the Township website,  
delhitownship.com.

The Parks Commission meets the 2nd Wednesday of the month  
at 5:30 p.m.

The Township Planning Commission meets the 2nd and 4th  
Mondays of each month at 7:00 p.m.

Delhi Township is now on 
Facebook and Twitter!
 
Now it’s easier than ever to connect with Delhi Township. Join our 
Facebook group and follow us on Twitter to stay up to date on 
Township news and events.

Holt-Delhi 
forms  
historical 
society

Holt/Delhi Calendar of Events
w	July 7 – Parks & Rec. Eastside Soccer registration begins 

(registration form available at delhitownship.com or the Parks  
& Rec. Dept.).

w	July 10 – “Music in the Garden” featuring Zydecrunch – Cajun 
two-step and rhythm and blues with a zydeco twist. 7 p.m., Veterans 
Memorial Gardens. Hosted by the Holt Community Arts Council. FREE! 
Visit holtarts.org for more information.

w	July 17 – “Music in the Garden” featuring Starfarm – 1980s 
tribute band. 7 p.m., Veterans Memorial Gardens. Hosted by the Holt 
Community Arts Council. FREE! Visit holtarts.org for more information.

w	July 19 – Brush and yard waste drop-off, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., 
POTW pond area on Grovenburg Rd. (across the street from the 
Recycling Center). Hosted by Holt Lions.

w	July 24 – National Night Out, 5:00-7:00 p.m., Veterans Memorial 
Gardens. Games, food, fire trucks and more. Hosted by Ingham County 
Sheriff’s Office and Delhi Fire Dept. FREE!

w	July 24 – “Music in the Garden” featuring The String Doctors – 
American Roots music. 7 p.m., Veterans Memorial Gardens. Hosted 
by the Holt Community Arts Council. FREE! Visit holtarts.org for more 
information.

w	July 28 – Parks & Rec. Youth Flag Football and Youth Soccer 
registration begins (registration form available at delhitownship.com 
or the Parks & Rec. Dept.).

w	July 31 – “Music in the Garden” featuring Three Men and a Tenor 
– A Capella and comedy. 7 p.m., Veterans Memorial Gardens. Hosted 
by the Holt Community Arts Council. FREE! Visit holtarts.org for more 
information.

w	August 1 – “Moonlight Movies” – 9:00 p.m. (or dark), Veterans 
Memorial Gardens. Hosted by Delhi Township Parks & Rec. and Holt 
Community Arts Council. FREE!

w	August 5 – Primary, polls open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Visit delhitownship.com for polling location and absentee voting 
information.

w	August 8 – “Moonlight Movies” – 9:00 p.m. (or dark), Veterans 
Memorial Gardens. Hosted by Delhi Township Parks & Rec. and Holt 
Community Arts Council. FREE!

w	August 15 – “Moonlight Movies” – 9:00 p.m. (or dark), Veterans 
Memorial Gardens. Hosted by Delhi Township Parks & Rec. and Holt 
Community Arts Council. FREE!

w	August 16 – Brush and yard waste drop-off, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m., POTW pond area on Grovenburg Rd. (across the street from the 
Recycling Center). Hosted by Holt Lions.

w	August 22, 23 – Holt Hometown Festival. Parade, exhibits, vendors, 
food, games and more! And it concludes with one of the best fireworks 
displays in mid-Michigan. Visit holtfestival.com for schedule of events.

w	September 5 – Holt Education Foundation Annual Cookout,  
5:00-7:00 p.m., Holt High School, before the Holt football game.

w	September 8 – Youth Floor Hockey Registration begins (registration 
form available at delhitownship.com or the Parks & Rec. Dept.).

w	September 10 – Punt, Pass & Kick Competition, 5:00 pm, Holt Jr. 
High Football Stadium. Registration required. Call 694-1549.

w	September 11 – 9-11 Hero Run, 5K Run/Walk, 6:30 p.m., Delhi 
Twp. Fire Department. Community run/walk and fundraiser for great 
charities. For details and to register, visit: runningfoundation.com/ 
9-11Hero_Run.

w	September 20 – Brush and yard waste drop-off, 9:00 a.m. to  
1:00 p.m., POTW pond area on Grovenburg Rd. (across the street from 
the Recycling Center). Hosted by Holt Lions.

N e w s  &  T i p s  Yo u  C a n  U s e  f r o m  D e l h i  C h a r t e r  To w n s h i p   •   w w w. d e l h i t o w n s h i p . c o m

Are you interested in the history of Delhi Township or Holt, one of Michigan’s oldest unincorporated 
communities? The popular Facebook page Holt, Michigan: A Slice of History, created by local resident 
and aspiring history major Jacob McCormick, has spurred the creation of a formal historical society. 

Joseph Holt (1807-1894)

U of M Dearborn 
recognizes 
communities 
for work in 
entrepreneurship 
and economic 
development

Jon Harmon, Trustee 
John Hayhoe, Trustee 
Megan Ketchum, Trustee 
DiAnne Warfield, Trustee

A group of devoted people is in the process of establishing a historical 
society for the Holt-Delhi area. The organization will be dedicated to 
preserving and sharing the history of Holt. One of the first major tasks 
the group will undertake is the celebration of Delhi Township’s 175th 
Anniversary in 2017. An ongoing goal of the organization is to collect, 
preserve and display historical artifacts and photos that pertain to 
Holt and Delhi Township’s history.

A historical display entitled “Friday Night Football” is currently 
displayed in the lobby of the Delhi Township Community Services 

Center at 2074 Aurelius Road. Mr. McCormick created this display 
using old photos, an old band uniform, an old cheerleading uniform 
and other artifacts. The display will be up through August 1, 2014. 
New historical displays will be created every three or four months.

Would you like to get involved in the historical society? Do you have  
a photo or artifact you’d like to donate or loan? Please send an email 
to holtdelhihistory@gmail.com or call the Township Clerk’s office  
at 694-2135.

Delhi Charter Township is one of just 26 communities 
and one of just three townships in Michigan to 
earn the “Five-Star Community” designation by the 
University of Michigan Dearborn eCities program.

Each year, the eCities program designates cities 
and townships as Four- and Five-Star Communities 
based on their entrepreneurial and economic 
development efforts and activities.

The Five-Star Communities representing the Lansing 
region are Delhi Charter Township and the City of 

East Lansing. These two, as well as the other Five-
Star Communities awarded, spent a combined total 
of $2.2 million on economic development, and are 
home to 15% of the Michigan residents who hold a 
professional degree. Ninety-two percent of the Five-
Star Communities share services related to economic 
development with another municipality.

To find out more about the eCities Study, please visit 
www.umdilabs.com/ecities.

Delhi Township Named Five-Star Community
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Delhi Township receives 
public art funding

Craig Mitchell Smith picked to create sculpture for 
the Holt Farmers Market 
Delhi Township formed an ad-hoc committee to review proposals from 
about a half-dozen artists. The committee made a recommendation to 
the township board, which unanimously approved their selection. Craig 
Mitchell Smith, an internationally renowned glass artist, was picked to 
create a sculpture to be placed at the Holt Farmers Market. Smith’s art 
has been exhibited in Disney’s Epcot Center and featured on Home and 
Garden Television (HGTV). 

The sculpture Mr. Smith has proposed for Delhi Township will be made 
of stainless steel and glass. It will be approximately 15’ tall and will 
feature both stainless steel and glass butterflies. The butterflies will be 
part of the main sculpture outside of the farmers market building and 
will appear to be flying toward the market. Inside the market will be 
glass butterflies.

Some pieces to be unveiled in 2014  
Thus far, the City of Mason, DeWitt Township, City of DeWitt, City of St. 
Johns and Meridian Township have received funding for the placement 
of art. Both the City of Mason and DeWitt Township unveiled their 
sculptures in the fall of 2013 and the next three communities will be 
unveiling their pieces in 2014. 

The grantees announced during this round will have until October 31, 
2014, to structure their programs, release their RFP for local artists 
and construct and place their sculpture. Each of the communities has 
chosen the location for its sculpture based on their own placemaking 
initiatives, taking into consideration traffic patterns, both pedestrian 
and vehicular, as well as the business case for attracting talent to their 
communities. 

Importance of public art
Steve Curran, president and creative director of Harvest Creative 
Services and co-chair of the LEAP Placemaking Committee, speaks to 
the high level of applicants. “Every year, this process becomes more 
difficult. We are encouraging these communities to think about the 
big picture when it comes to arts and culture, and they are definitely 
bringing these grand visions to the table in their proposals.”

“Public art and a strong arts and culture presence in the Lansing  
region represent a shift from our Michigan rust-belt image and will 
be a vital issue into the future as local companies attempt to keep 
and attract global talent and their families to our region and state,” 
added Bob Trezise, President and CEO of LEAP. “These pieces of art are 
not small; most are 15-17 feet tall and potentially represent that the 
Lansing region is a sophisticated environment for living, creating,  
and investing.”

On April 15, Lansing Economic Area Partnership (LEAP) announced that three more 
communities would be added to the growing list of municipalities participating in the LEAP 
Public Art for Communities grant program. The three communities that will receive funding 
are the City of East Lansing, Delta Township and Delhi Township. A total of eight communities 
have now each received $10,000 in LEAP grant funding to place a public sculpture in a 
strategic location with visibility and potential business growth.

The grantees announced during 

this round will have until October 

31, 2014, to structure their 

programs, release their RFP for 

local artists and construct and 

place their sculpture. Each of the 

communities has chosen the location 

for its sculpture based on their own 

placemaking initiatives, taking into 

consideration traffic patterns, both 

pedestrian and vehicular, as well 

as the business case for attracting 

talent to their communities.

Detail of another butterfly-themed sculpture by the artist

All photos of Craig Mitchell Smith (above) and his work, here and on his web site, 
are by the permission of Gary Anderson and Randy Blankenship  
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“Music in the Garden” will be 
“undercover” in 2014

Delhi Township recently received a grant 
from the Michigan Council for Arts & Cultural 
Affairs for improvements to the amphitheater 
in Veterans Memorial Gardens Park. The 
grant, totaling $35,810, assisted in funding 
the installation of a shade structure over the 
amphitheater.
 

The shade structure will provide much-needed relief from the sun, 
to which the amphitheater was previously exposed all day long – 
so much so that events and concerts had to be postponed due to 
excessive heat.
 
Please come out and see this beautiful public improvement for 
yourself at one of the upcoming concerts in the park!

Since the Holt Community Arts Council started 
Music in the Garden back in 2008, the concerts 
have taken place in Veterans Memorial Gardens 
amphitheater. Delhi Township recently accepted 
a $36,000 capital improvement grant from the 
Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs, and 
these funds helped pay for the construction of a 
shade system for the amphitheater.  
 
The park is already considered a gem and these 
capital improvements will just make it that much 
better – more comfortable for our audiences and 
other park users. 
 
One of the Holt Community Arts Council’s goals 
since the start has been to bring in musicians that 
represent something out of the ordinary – a genre 
you don’t hear everywhere, original songs, or 
some unique take on the familiar – while keeping 
it fun for everyone. This summer is no exception.

The series begins on July 10 with Zydecrunch, a Lansing-based 
group that specializes in zydeco, Cajun two-steps, and rhythm and 
blues. Zydeco music is unique to the United States. Peppy and fun,  
it’s basically dance music from Louisiana’s Cajun country. 

On July 17, local favorites Starfarm will hit the stage. They’re kind of 
a 1980s tribute band. But they’re not just paying tribute to a particular 
artist – instead, to a whole decade of pop music. This is an act that 
kids and their parents will enjoy together.

The July 24 show will feature The String Doctors, who have played  
on WKAR’s “Backstage Pass” and for audiences around the world.  
The band features Michigan legends Ray Kamalay and Joel Mabus.  
The String Doctors play American roots music, particularly favoring 
country swing.   

The series concludes on July 31 with a group that is guaranteed 
to end the series with a bang. Three Men and a Tenor played the 
inaugural season of Music in the Garden, and Holt will be happy to 
have them return. This group has ties right here in Holt, so they really 
are the hometown favorites. They combine comedy and popular music.

All shows take place at 7 p.m. in the Veterans Memorial  
Gardens amphitheater behind Delhi Township Hall,  
2074 Aurelius Road in Holt.

One season of Music in the Garden costs between $10,000 and 
$12,000 to put on. This year, the Holt Community Arts Council is 
benefitting from a $4,000 mini-grant from the Arts Council of Greater 
Lansing and the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs to 
help offset the cost. Local businesses and individuals also provide 
approximately one-quarter to one-third of the cost. The rest of the 
funding comes from grants, as well as underwriting from the Delhi 
Township Downtown Development Authority.

 
Even though the concert series benefits from the DDA’s and the 
Parks Department’s support, the Holt Community Arts Council isn’t 
part of local government. As an independent nonprofit with no paid 
employees, fundraising can be a challenge. Unlike most service 
clubs, the Holt Community Arts Council doesn’t have an umbrella 
organization that can help with the cost of fundraising or that has a 
big name. It’s comprised of volunteers who have started the group and 
the concert series project from scratch. 

If you’d like to get involved in the Holt Community Arts Council, or for 
more information, visit holtarts.org or follow the Holt Community Arts 
Council on Facebook and Twitter.

Grant helps 
fund shade for 
amphitheater

  w w w. d e l h i t o w n s h i p . c o m



PRESORTED 
STANDARD

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

LANSING, MI
PERMIT #903

Delhi Charter Township
2074 Aurelius Road
Holt, MI 48842

N e w s  &  T i p s  Yo u  C a n  U s e  f r o m  D e l h i  C h a r t e r  To w n s h i p   •   w w w. d e l h i t o w n s h i p . c o m

Trails are growing, new website is launched
Soon Delhi residents will be able to use the existing Valhalla Trail 
– which begins at Holt Road and Depot Street and continues north 
through Valhalla Park to Willoughby Road – to access trails to Lansing, 
East Lansing and MSU. Delhi Township’s newest trail, the Sycamore 
Trail, will extend north from the Valhalla Trail and connect to Lansing’s 
River Trail at Jolly Road. The Sycamore Trail will be complete in October 
2014. The trails have been funded extensively through grants from the 
State of Michigan.

A new web site has been created to help you plan your journey or guide 
you as you travel the trails. Visit www.delhitrails.com! The site works in 
any web browser but is specially designed to be interactive on mobile 
devices. You’ll find a map of every trail, where it leads, your current 
location and what’s nearby. Additional features coming soon will enable 
you to get even more information.

A grand opening of the Sycamore Trail will be held in late fall of 2014 
or spring of 2015. Stay tuned and watch for announcements of future 
trails at the township website at www.delhitownship.com.


